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Come and be part of La Vita
Contact your Editor today, Virginia@lavitaonline.co.nz, 
we can tailor make an advertising package that will 
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One88 on Commerce is 
set in tranquil Whakatane 
just 5 minutes drive to the 
famous Ohope Beach. This 
Award winning Motel offers 
22 spacious air-conditioned 
suites, offering superior 
accommodation.

OPENING TIMES
Business Hours:
Mon-Fri 7:00am to 9:00pm - 
Sat/Sun and Public Holidays 
7.30am to 9.00pm

Amenities:
Free Wi-Fi, Laundry,  
Sky TV – Guest Select
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KELLY WALLACE (DENCH) 
Conveyancing Practitioner/Practice 
Manager 

Kelly started at Gowing & Co Lawyers 
Limited over twelve years ago having 
previously held roles in both the 
Ministry of Justice (Court Registrar at 
the Whakatane Courthouse) and the 
Ministry of Social Development (Case 
Manager at Work & Income). 

It was whilst working at the Courts 
that Kelly first met the two Directors 
of the firm (Roger Gowing & Gene 
Tomlinson (now a judge)) and her 
experience there was one of the 
reasons that she decided to accept 
the role she was later offered to work 
for them. "Gene and Roger made law 
interesting" Kelly advises. "They are 
both incredible lawyers with so much 
knowledge and experience between 
them". 

IN L 

Kelly originally started as Roger's 
secretary, going on to manage 
the firm a few years later whilst 
completing first her Diploma in Law 
(first two years of a law degree), then 
her Legal Executive papers and finally 
her Diploma in Conveyancing. 

Now one half of the "two Kelly's" 
who exclusively operate the firm's 
conveyancing practice, Kelly 
loves her role at Gowing & Co, 
both working in property law and 
practice management. "Working in 
conveyancing is so rewarding" Kelly 
enthuses. "Helping people into their 
first home or their dream home or 
making a complicated transaction run 
smoothly brings me such a sense of 
accomplishment, not least because of 
the smiles on our client's faces when 
all goes well". And as Practice 
Manager? "I honestly work with the 
best team in the world, they make 
that side of my job easy because they 
are such fantastic people and 
professionals". 

In her downtime, Kelly loves to spend 
time with her husband, 10-year-old 
son, miniature schnauzer Chase & 
"crazy" ginger cat Tarzan who are part 
of a bigger blended family with three 
adult children living and working 
elsewhere. "My youngest boy is the 
only one who has shown any interest 
in working in the legal profession", 
Kelly laughs. "He heard one of our 
lawyers on the phone advising a 
client and told me he wants to do the 
same thing. I asked him what he 
meant, and he said he wants to help 
people like a lawyer does". 

KELLY JONES 
Legal Executive 

Kelly Jones has been with Gowing 
& Co Lawyers Limited since 2003. 
Over the following 19 years she has 
become a permanent fixture within 
the firm, only departing for brief 
periods to take maternity leave, 
welcoming into her family her now 
almost eight-year-old daughter and 
six-year-old son. 

Kelly's knowledge and experience 
in conveyancing is extensive and 
she loves what she does, especially 
when assisting those new to the 
housing market. "Buying a property 
is really exciting, but it can be pretty 
stressful too. It's my job to make sure 
clients, especially first-home buyers, 
understand exactly what's involved in 
a sale and purchase process." 



... G ... , GOWING I CO

In recent years, Kelly has branched 
out into the commercial side of 
conveyancing working with local 
small businesses in respect of sales 
and purchases including commercial 
leases. Kelly is a big believer in 
"supporting local" as herself and her 
husband Dylan purchased their own 
small local business All Upholstery 
Limited. "Having been through the 
process of purchasing a business, I 
now appreciate and understand the 
long "to do" list that needs to be 
ticked off so that things run smoothly" 
Kelly advises. 

Buying (or selling) commercial 
property or businesses can be a major 
challenge for many and Kelly sees her 
role as being the person to make that 
challenge easier and more achievable. 
"I want to take the stigma away from 
that perception of an appointment 
with a lawyer or legal adviser as being 
daunting or difficult" she says. Kelly's 
approach is friendly and professional 
yet relaxed and her clients always 
leave an appointment with her feeling 
reassured about their individual 
transactions. 

Kelly has also qualified as a Legal 
Executive cementing her already 
large wealth of knowledge. Between 
the two Kelly's they have 
conveyancing covered and you can 
be assured that these ladies in law will 
provide you with excellent service. 

Lawyers Specialising in Excellence 

CAITLIN GENTLEMAN 
Associate

Caitlin Gentleman hails from North 
Canterbury and has been working at 
Gowing & Co as a solicitor for the past 
five years.   Caitlin started working 
with the firm at only 23 years of age 
and has recently been raised to an 
Associate position.

Caitlin's passion is Criminal Law, and 
she has proven herself to be a 
capable and confident litigator. 

"I love being a criminal lawyer 
because it allows me to be an 
advocate for people from all walks of 
life, whether it be a teenager 
appearing for their first time in Court 
for drinking and driving, or a 
seasoned criminal charged with a 
serious burglary." 

Caitlin hopes to change people's 
perception around the role of a 
Criminal lawyer. "There's a stigma that 
we do what we do to get "bad guys" 
out of trouble but there are 
so many more important layers to the 
profession" she advises. "Nothing 
happens in a vacuum; crime generally 
has its origin in deprivation. My 
goal is to be a voice for people in 
unfortunate circumstances and 
ensure their experience within the 
criminal justice system is meaningful, 
spurring them on to make positive 
changes in their lives". 

And every success story Caitlin is 
a part of inspires her to continue 
helping people. "Every now and then, 
I am able to get someone with 
a serious drug problem into 
rehabilitation, or present an effective

argument that allows someone 
to retain their driver's licence and 
thereby their employment, those 
little wins make my job so 
worthwhile". Caitlin adds "We are also 
there to ensure that the law is applied 
fairly, through the process of appeals 
we can challenge decisions, which 
can lead to better law reform". 

Being a young woman, in what 
was previously a male-dominated 
industry Caitlin admits there can be 
challenges earning the respect of the 
judiciary, clients and fellow lawyers. 
Tm definitely up for that challenge. I 
rise to it every day, by working hard 
and taking inspiration from my 
mentors, Roger Gowing and Judge 
Gene Tomlinson. Together they have 
a wealth of experience in Criminal 
law and I am so lucky to be following 
in their footsteps." 
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“It’s not easy, but it’s ok not to be ok. It's 
ok to go through what you are feeling, 
at the end of the day we are all Human. 
To seek and feel the human inside all of 
us. To open up and heal.” – Stan Walker.

Connecting smells and scents with memories of places 
we’ve been and people we’ve met is often shared in 
conversations. Connecting a fragrance with our mental 
health and state of mind, is not so transparent.
Beautiful perfumes and soothing scents can and do a�ect 
the way we feel and the way we think. Imagine designing a 
fragrance as an inspiration to bring more conversation 
between men to talk about their health, and speci�cally 
their mental health?
Our local talent, Jakob Carter – Designer, Scent Creator, 
and Founder of his ‘Jakob Carter’ brand, is a detail 
orientated a�cionado. Jakob’s designs evolve from his 
heart. He loves to create bold pieces which make a 
statement. When it comes to his olfactory talent, it is the 
same, nothing is less than vibrant and bold.
With his creative energies, passion to be e�ective in 

people’s lives, and inspirational vision, Jakob collaborated 
this with, who better than another fellow creative with 
similar visions, the extraordinarily talented, Stan Walker. 
When approached by Jakob Carter, Stan Walker jumped at 
the opportunity, as this was something he had been 
considering for a while.
Inspired by mental health and conversation, designed for 
the modern and stylish man, the fragrance ‘Human’ was 
born through this collaboration.
‘Human’ was created on the evidence that life is a voyage 
of growth. Representing both the positive and negative 
aspects of our journeys, as well as the challenges and 
beauty of our world.
We are all human, and we all have our struggles to deal
through.

The name ‘Human’ is the title of one of Stan Walker’s recent 
songs. The song is about two brothers having a 
conversation about the state of our mental health. The 
word human includes us all so is apt that we are all in this 
together – connected. Human means being yourself, 
embracing both the good and the not-so-good. The 
fragrance stands for our humaneness.
The fragrance ‘Human’ is described as vibrant, bold and 
daring! ‘Human’ comes in a limited-edition Eau de Toilette.
The base of the fragrance is earthy – dry amber, Patchouli, 
Tree Moss and Tonka Bean. The heart is sweet – Apple, 
Strawberry, Geranium and Orange Flower. The top is the 
warmth – Bergamot, Grapefruit, Aromatic and Marine.
This is a perfect blend of scents, producing a sexy and 
classy Eau de Toilette spray for men, but really can be worn 
by anyone, and delivers a sense of lightness!
The adventure of getting ‘Human’ into the marketplace, 
has proved that anything and everything is possible when 

you put your heart into your dreams and aspirations.
Jakob’s products, including ‘Human’, can be found in 
limited selected retail shops and of course on his website 
www.jakobcarter.com
The website also displays Jakob’s other creations including 
his luxury soy candles, reed di�user scents, and of course 
his luxury fashion collections.
Stan Walker is one of New Zealand’s and Australia’s iconic 
Singers, Actors, Author, and now Perfumer. Jakob Carter is 
on a journey to become one of New Zealand’s great 
Designers, and Perfumers. These two architects of their 
own fate have both been on long and hard journeys of 
their own and it is terri�c to see their compassion and 
determination to share that we are all in this together and 
its okay to ask for help. Both Jakob and Stan are advocates 
for us to all embrace our dreams and talk with others about 
the hurdles we face. We are fortunate to have on our own 
kiwi doorstep, such talent and humanity.
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or you have some existing land that you 
are looking to build a new home on, or 
even if you are just contemplating 
building a new home, there are a 
number of things that are well worth 
“being in the know” about when it 
comes to building a new home...
There is absolutely no doubt that over 
the last few years there has been massive 
disruption and some pretty signi�cant 
changes in the new home building 
sector. Many people, who have built new 
homes over this period, have continued 
to have a good experience – but equally, 
you hear stories about people who have 
been negatively impacted by factors 
such as struggling to get �nance, 
massive delays with getting title and 
resource and / or building consent, huge 
price rises and some signi�cant supply 
and labour shortages. 
Chris Ballantyne is a trade quali�ed 
carpenter, a registered Master Builder 
and a Site 2 Licensed Building 
Practitioner. Chris has been building for 
over 30 years and together Chris and his 
wife Tanya own Longview Homes in the 
Eastern Bay of Plenty / Whakatane area. 
Over the years Chris has seen massive 
housing booms and he’s also been 
through some pretty tough times. Chris 
has strategically survived the global 
�nancial crisis and various other ups and 
downs in the market.   
We recently took some time out of Chris’s 
busy schedule and asked if he could help 
us “Be in the Know” about the secret to a 
successful build in the current market. 

Firstly, In the Current Market Why 
Should we Build a New Home vs. 
Renovating or Buying an Existing 
Home?

When weighing up renovating or buying 
an existing home as opposed to building 

a new home, I would always recommend going with a new 
home, perhaps change to if it �ts your budget?if you can 
a�ord it.  You get to design every part of your new home 
from scratch, so you get exactly what you want, and it is 
customised to your speci�c needs, not someone else’s. 
The government is encouraging people to build new and 
as a result banks seem far more willing to lend money to 
people looking to build a new home, and brand-new 
homes are typically valued higher. 
A new home is built to the latest building code, reducing 
your living costs as power bills and maintenance are 
signi�cantly cheaper. 
A new home is also healthier because it is far better 
insulated, warmer dryer and properly ventilated.  

When Is the Best Time to Build?

The age old saying that today is the cheapest time to build 
will always be true. After 33 years in the building game, I 
have never ever come across a situation where building 
costs have gone down. Next month or next year will always 
be more expensive. 
When it comes to the best time of year to build, we are 
lucky to be able to build all year round in New Zealand. The 
New Zealand climate is generally pretty mild without too 
many extremes. For this reason, we generally have no 
more hesitation building a new home in the winter than 
we do in the summer.  

What Is the Key to A Successful Build?

Always communication and organisation!  
It is virtually impossible to foresee everything, so 
communication is key. For this reason, building is very 
much a contact sport, you need to problem solve and 
trouble shoot - it is important that you and your builder 
stay in close contact throughout the build. It is critical for 



both parties (the builder and new 
homeowner) to work with people they 
respect and can easily get along with. 
When it comes to organisation, �guring 
out all the requirements and details early 
on and planning well ahead, generally 
eliminates any unexpected surprises. 

What Can We Do, To Avoid Getting 
Caught out By Price Rises?

This is a tricky question that 
unfortunately doesn’t always have an 
easy answer.
The biggest thing you can do is choose a 
builder with very strong relationships 
with suppliers and sub-contractors and a 
strong reputation for paying their bills 
on time. When times get tough, 
suppliers and sub-contractors tend to 
remember who has looked after them 
and shown them loyalty and respect 
over the years. Suppliers and 
sub-contractors will tend to prioritise 
these people and do their utmost to look 
after them when it comes to honouring 
prices that were quoted. 
Sometimes there may also be an option 
to purchase some materials or supplies 
early and hold them for the build if 
predicted increases are foreseen.

What Can We Do, To Avoid Getting Caught Out By 
Supply Shortages?

Once again, choosing a builder with very strong 
relationships with suppliers and sub-contractors 
certainly helps. We’ve been dealing with the same 
suppliers and sub-contractors for well over 20 years. The 
relationships we have are extremely valuable to both 
parties. We look after them and whenever possible they 
look after us. They put materials aside for us and ring us if 
they are getting short of items. They will place orders 
well in advance and carry extra stock just for us. Equally 
our subcontractors always make an e�ort to �t us into 
their busy schedules.    
In these times where certain supply lines are very tight, 
we use our experience and expertise to plan much 
further ahead than we normally would. We inform our 
suppliers of our upcoming requirements early and work 
to secure certain items well in advance.
Sometimes we talk to our suppliers before we make 
product selections and overcome problems by selecting 
and choosing items that we know are going to be 
available. 



“No matter how new or old your home, whether it’s owned or 

rented, shared or you live alone, let it speak of your sense of 

style, your story, your passions and interests. If it does this, 

then you have truly created a home for your soul.”

Quote from the book: Home for the Soul by Sara Bird & Dan Duchars of The Contented Nest

Love  Inspire  Create



I opened Pear five years ago with the idea of filling 

a niche in our local area that would compliment our 

surrounding businesses. I wanted to offer a relaxing 

shopping experience amongst unique, vintage, re-

purposed and new pieces with a more organic style 

of home decor.

I am lucky enough to spend my work days 

surrounded by beautiful, interesting pieces and 

products. I hope my store inspires my wonderful 

customers to create personalised spaces in their 

homes where they too love to spend time.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 

support over the past five years, for letting me into 

your homes (if only through pics), you make my ‘job’ 

a pleasure.

“

”
VISIT OUR STORE: 

2 Appenzell Drive, Whakatāne

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesday - Friday 10am-4pm

Saturday 10am-1pm

Carolyn Chadwick Photography
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Andy
Enjoys getting actively 
involved in the community and 
spending quality time with his 
beautiful grandchildren 

Residential & Lifestyle Sales
027 2888 254

A proud mum to fur baby Louie 
and her handsome sons! Loves 
spending time with her family and 
her many great friends

Residential & Lifestyle Sales
 027 260 0654

Pat

Scott
Theatre Whakatane is where you 
may recognise this cheerful man, 
a talented actor/singer who also 
served 12 years amongst our 
community as a district councillor

Residential & Lifestyle Sales
0274 938 019

Sabina
If she’s not walking her dog Lulu at 
Ohope Beach you’ll likely find her in 
her garden and perfecting her interi-
or design skills

Residential & Lifestyle Sales
0800 210 454

Auctioneer
Residential & Lifestyle Sales

 Chris 027 577 0029    Arlene 027 264 1913

Residential & Lifestyle Sales
Debra 027 641 3690   Michelle 021 0279 0603

Stuart
A true petrol head is our Stu! You’ll
 likely find the proud Poppa spending 
time with one of his grandkids driving 
in the backseat of HOUSE0

Manager
Residential & Lifestyle Sales

 027 498 8864

Steve
An enthusiastic mountain biker 
and now embarking on a classic 
car restoration. Passionate about 
building great teams and delivering 
outstanding service to the 
community

Principal
 021 727 338
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Enjoy Yourself

The Comm. is the home of craft beer and 
cider, Good George Brewing in Whakatāne. 
Bringing great beer, cider, awesome food 
and great times to the Sunshine Capital of 
New Zealand. 

Covering all bases, whether it’s a coffee 
and muffin to start the day, stopping by 
for a beer or cider after your trip to on thw 
water, a glass of wine with the ladies, or to 
fill your bellies with some delicious soul 
food.

And if you don’t have time to sit down you 
can even buy bottles of beer and cider to 
takeaway. With live music or DJs on the 
weekend. 

The Comm. is the perfect place to 
celebrate all of lifes momentous occasions!

Welcome to 
The Comm.

BOOK NOW
thecomm.co.nz
45 The Strand 
Whakatane
027 214 3327

Credit: Cherie Stevenson Stellar Creative Marketing



COME IN SOON FOR ONE OF OUR

RITUALS
NEW & UPDATED FOR WINTER
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Conditions Apply. See thecomm.co.nz/rituals for all the details.
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First Credit Union Incorporated is not a registered bank. *Normal lending criteria and T&C’s apply. 
Interest rates range from 9.95% p.a. – 18% p.a. subject to responsible lending enquiries. Third party 
fees of up to $29.20 for Credit Check, Credit Sense, Motor Check, PPSR, DocuSign and Cloudcheck per 
applicant may apply. Visit www.firstcu.co.nz for more information.

Big plans?

Our loans....
your dreams!

Personal loans from

Full page Ad MAY 2022.indd   1Full page Ad MAY 2022.indd   1 22/04/2022   9:47:24 AM22/04/2022   9:47:24 AM

















We believe we have one of the most 
challenging jobs in the world but also 
one of the most rewarding.

We are a local family owned 
and operated business with sta� from all 
di�erent backgrounds and professions. 
Our focus is people and family. 

As a family business, our values are 
constantly practiced throughout the 
funeral home. This allows our families to 
feel unconditionally accepted, and the 
highest quality of service has been 
delivered with the utmost 
professionalism, integrity and care.

Our sta� work, live and play in the 
communities that we serve. 

Trusted by our community for over 30 
years. The team at Willetts Funeral 
Services are honest, reliable and proud to 
provide our community with complete 
funeral services that creates memorable 
and personal experiences. We have years 
of experience caring for families from all 
walks of life, cultures and faiths. Each 
family comes to us because they know 
we are leaders in our profession.

Our sta� are also your adviser, organiser, 
administrator and supporter – here to 
help with every detail.

We’ll support you through the entire 
process and help you understand the 
choices available.

We adherence to the highest standards 
and we’re proud to be a part of the 
FDANZ, (The Funeral Directors 
Association of New Zealand), and NZEA, 
(New Zealand Embalmers Association), 
NZIFH (New Zealand Independent 
Funeral Homes) 

Steve and Lisa
Steve, along with his wife Lisa, are the 
Managing Directors / Owners of Willetts 
Funeral Services since they purchased 
the business in 2013.  Steve, however, 
has worked in the business for almost 30 
years, after initially training as a motor 
mechanic straight out of school. 

Steve and Lisa are parents of Kayla and 
Jayden. Jayden is married to Nikki and 
Steve and Lisa enjoy their roles as ‘bonus 
grandparents’ to Larissa and Lachlan.

Steve is the epitome of a community 
man, serving on school boards, coaching 
sports teams, giving �nancial support to 
community groups, not to mention his 
20-year commitment as a Volunteer 
Fireman for the Whakatane Fire Service. 

With his quiet leadership, Steve has 
earned the respect of his sta� and wider 
colleagues with his fair manner but high 
expectations of the service he strives for.  
He has never been someone to promote 
himself, or his company, instead letting 
the reputation and ongoing 
commitment to his community and its 
people speak for itself.  He brings a 
wealth of experience and knowledge of 
the industry to Whakatane that can only 
come from being on the front line for 30 
years.   

 

Megan
Megan has been with Willetts Funeral 
Services for almost 3 years but has been 
a Willetts for all of her (unmarried) life, 

being the niece of Brent Willetts.  She 
was raised in Whakatane and apart from 
her OE in England she has called the 
beautiful Eastern Bay of Plenty, her 
home. 

She has been married to Warren for 25 
years and they are parents to Lucas and 
Aidan.  With a natural a�nity for people, 
she enjoys meeting people and being 
someone they can rely on to help them 
through their grief journey.  Naturally 
after living here for so long, she often 
encounters familiar faces through her 
day, which makes her job so much more 
meaningful to be able to help them.

Kyle
Kyle joined the Willetts Funeral Services 
team after a strong calling to help 
people in their toughest days.  He is 
committed to serving his community in 
this role, and being a born and bred 
Kawerau boy, brings local expertise and 
passion for his hometown, as well as the 
surrounding districts.

Kyle is married to Sheena, who is a nurse, 
and together they have two young son’s 
Tobi and Theo.  Kyle has a Trade in 
Joinery and Cabinet making and came to 
us from Asaleo Care in Kawerau, where 
he worked as a Winder operator and 
Health and Safety Rep.

 Kyle is a member of Kawerau Rotary and 
continues to serve Kawerau in this role. 
In his spare time Kyle and his whanau 
run away to Te Kaha where they spend 
time together playing in the rock pools 
riding tractors and chasing �sh.  He feels 
privileged to be in a position where he is 
able to support families at a di�cult 
time, and to work with families of many 
di�erent cultures and beliefs. He has a 
natural a�nity for the role, and a 
genuine care for people.
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Steve is the epitome of a community 
man, serving on school boards, coaching 
sports teams, giving �nancial support to 
community groups, not to mention his 
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being the niece of Brent Willetts.  She 
was raised in Whakatane and apart from 
her OE in England she has called the 
beautiful Eastern Bay of Plenty, her 
home. 

She has been married to Warren for 25 
years and they are parents to Lucas and 
Aidan.  With a natural a�nity for people, 
she enjoys meeting people and being 
someone they can rely on to help them 
through their grief journey.  Naturally 
after living here for so long, she often 
encounters familiar faces through her 
day, which makes her job so much more 
meaningful to be able to help them. Kylee

Kylee has been working for Willetts 
Funeral Services since 2013, becoming 
drawn to the industry after the sudden 
loss of her father at the end of 2012. 

Kylee was born and raised in Whakatane 
and feels privileged to serve families in 
her hometown – often having 
multi-generational connections to 
people she is guiding through the 
funeral process, which makes the job so 
much more special. 

She is married to Tracy and between 
them they manage their blended family 
and busy lifestyle, keeping up with 
Kylee’s son, Daniel who is an apprentice 
Mechanical Engineer, and Tracy’s 
daughter, Ezmae who is at Intermediate 
School. 

A regular attendee at the Salvation Army 
Church, she has a solid grounding of the 
pressures and sadness of the job.  She 
carries her role with a sense of humour, 
as well as a genuine, honest approach to 
the grief families are enduring, and a 
commitment to helping them in any way 
she can. She has a natural eye for detail 
and enjoys most the creative and design 
part of her work. 

Ashley
Ashley has been with Willetts Funeral 
Services for just under a year – joining 
the team after a being drawn to the 
industry for a number of years. She was 

born and raised in Waimana so has a 
strong connection to the people of the 
close-knit community.

Along with being a single parent raising 
her 3 boys, Syrus, Luxton and Kayden, 
she also manages the demanding, 
unpredictable schedule of the job, and 
so she certainly has her hands full.  With 
a background in beauty therapy, Ashley 
has brought those skills and expanded 
on them with her care of the deceased.  
She has shown herself to be an 
exceptional embalmer with a natural �air 
in the �ner details of restoring people in 
her care to their natural appearance.

www.willettsfuneralservices.co.nz

Email:o�ce@willettsfuneral.co.nz

Phone Whakatane: (07) 307 1111
Phone Opotiki: (07) 315 8888
Fax: (07) 307 2111

O�ce Hours
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 5:00pm
After hours: by appointment

21 King Street
Whakatane 3120
New Zealand

We are 
available 24/7

 Tarryn 
 Tarryn is our newest team member, 
joining Willetts Funeral Services in 
March. From Ngati Makino descent with 
connections to Ngai Awa, Ngati Porou 
and Nga Puhi, she was born in 
Whakatane but moved, not too far away 
to their homestead in Otamarakau as a 
child.  After a few years away living in 
Canterbury, she moved back to the 
homestead with her partner, Derrick, at 
the beginning of the 2022 to live with 
her Dad after the passing of her mother 
in 2021.  

Tarryn and Derrick have 3 children Taylia, 
Waikorapa and Skye and two mokopuna; 
Maroitiki and Tuakiterangi.  In her spare 
time, Tarryn loves spending time at the 
beach, conveniently straight across the 
road from where she lives, and relaxing 
with a good book.  

Tarryn was drawn to the funeral industry 
because of the ability to genuinely serve 
people. She is proud that women are 
now more prevalent in the traditionally 
male industry, and with amazing 
examples of trailblazer funeral director 
women in her family, she is proud to 
continue the kaupapa.  

Sacha
Sacha is back after a 20-year hiatus – 
originally working for Brent Willetts 
Funeral Services in 1996 till 2001.

The best looking of the Butler siblings, 
she is Steve’s little sister, and enjoys 
working for her big brother, bringing her 
administrational and organisational 
prowess to the team.

Sacha is married to Gavin and together 
they have 3 children: Bradley, Luke and 
Keeley.  Her spare time is spent as a 
spectator and taxi driver to her children 
with all their sporting endeavours, and 
you will often �nd her helping out and 
supporting her kids sports teams with 
coaching, managing, fundraising and 
cooking the odd sausage sizzle. 

She has a natural, kind a�nity and 
compassion for people which is a huge 
asset to the team.  Sacha is the O�ce 
Administrator but has strengths that 
permeate through into other vital 
aspects of the funeral services.

 







By the time G Force George was five or six, she 
had a pretty good idea about what she wanted to 
do in life. Rebecca Magdalinos, as she was known 
back then, grew up watching jet planes train high 
above the beach at Turakina. Just 15 minutes from 
the Ohakea Airforce Base, Rebecca got to watch 
jets tumble through the skies at swift speeds and 
she knew it was something she wanted to be 
involved in.
A “spectacular television ad” from the NZ military, 
which was fashioned around the Top Gun movie 
and feels, confirmed Rebecca’s dream and 
she set her heart on being a pilot for the Royal 
New Zealand Airforce. So, when she was going 
through school, she always knew she needed a 
good understanding of science.
After graduating high school Rebecca applied 
for the Airforce, only to fail some of the physical 
testing which would rule her out of ever being 
a pilot.  This didn’t stop G Force Gorge however, 
and rather than ending her dream to work with 
jets it just diverted her to the path she was meant 
to take. 
Now days, Squadron Leader Rebecca is an 
Aeronautical Engineer with the Airforce.  She is 
currently under secondment and appearing as 
G Force George with the Nanogirl experience. 
She realises it has been her experience in the 
science and engineering space that has helped 
her understand the importance of this area of 
knowledge for the next generations.
Nanogirl is a movement to inspire, educate 
and empower through science, technology, 
engineering and math – or STEM. It delivers 
workshops and shows facilitated by qualified 
scientists to improve understanding of STEM in 
learners of all ages.
Rebecca says she knows first-hand how important 
it is to get kids interested in STEM subjects early. 
That’s why she is enjoys her mahi with Nanogirl 
because she gets to showcase how cool STEM  
can be.
She says there is evidence that suggests most 
children know, or at least have an idea, what 
they want to do in life by the time they are 12. A 
key component to helping kids get into science, 
technology, engineering, or maths is contextual 
learning.
The principle of “contextual learning” explores 
how bringing learning into a familiar, fun context 
can make the experience more meaningful to 
students.

www.eastbayreap.org.nz/sdgs

Eastbay REAP  Collaborate with Partners to 

Inspire the Next Generations of Innovators

As part of the process of exploring content across 
different contexts and seeing how it is relevant, 
a contextualised learning experience prepares 
students for life outside the classroom. Students 
start to conceptualise how the knowledge they 
have gained during their studies is relevant to 
their intended profession, the workplace, other 
aspects of life, and the world more broadly.
Contextualising learning in this way allows a 
more seamless transition from higher education 
to the world of work. For example, conducting 
and designing experiments with the scientific 
method and enquiry helps science students 
think critically about assumptions of knowledge 
that are pervasive in society.
This is why Eastbay Rural Education Activities 
Programme (Eastbay REAP) was keen on 
bringing the Nanogirl experience to the Eastern 
Bay and showcasing STEM to learners of all ages. 
The House of Science team at Eastbay REAP is 
focused on bringing science experts like Nanogirl 
to rural communities.



How is Eastbay REAP Helping to 
Support STEM and Contextual 
Learning in the Rohe?

At the end of May, the team from Nanogirl spent a 
week in the rohe delivering workshops to teaching 
staff and assembly shows to tamariki.
G Force George, or Rebecca as she is legally known, 
was joined in the experience by fellow Nanogirl 
communicators including Marine Scientist Georgia 
“Super Snapper” Third and “Tornado” Tammy Rush. 
They visited 10 schools and delivered workshops to 
hundreds of teachers in the motu.
This opportunity was driven by the local community 
and supported by Eastbay REAP and its partners 
including the three Community of Learning: Kahui 
Ako (CoL) and local House of Science sponsors.
Eastbay REAP Schools Sector Lead Courtney 
Andrews says the focus of the Nanogirl weeklong 
visit was to help kaiako grow their STEM skill base 
so collectively they can open the eyes and minds of 
learners through impactful STEM learning.
“Science education has never been more 
important, with the pandemic and climate change 
issues bringing science conversations into our 
communities and homes. STEM skills help develop 
critical thinking and problem solving which we 
know are essential for our students’ future success 
in a fast-changing world.”
The vision of Eastbay REAP: Ka ako te katoa, 
tuhonohono te katoa, is about learning and 
connection. 
“Eastbay REAP supports connecting the comm- 
unity to lifelong learning through educational 
programmes, courses, resources and events 
for educators, parents, whānau, groups and 
individuals. There is no one-size-fits-all when it 
comes to learning, so our programmes are tailored 
to meet a range of needs. We work through an easy 
step-by-step approach to establish what is needed 
and how we can help.
“We are dedicated to supporting and guiding 
kaiako across the rohe removing identified barriers 
for equal access to opportunities.  As a result, 
we had kaiako coming in from the East Coast to 
participate in the Nanogirl workshops as well as us 
going to their rohe.”

Eastbay REAP moves within the motu from 
Whangaparoa to Rotoma over to Ōtamarakau and 
inwards to Ruatāhuna.
The Eastbay REAP House of Science team say as a 
result collaboration with groups and organisations 
is key to providing opportunities to explore and 
enhance teaching methods across the rohe using 
resources like the Nanogirl experience.
The team shared that the week with Nanogirl began 
with an all-day professional development workshop 
at the Eastbay REAP offices in Whakatāne on the 
Monday. The workshop involved 40 kaiako and its 
aim was to inspire, educate and empower educators 
to grow their STEM confidence and capabilities.
Workshops for kaiako were also delivered at 
Apanui Primary School, Whakatāne Intermediate, 
Ōhope Beach School and Te Kura o Te Whānau-ā-
Āpanui during the week so their educators could 
have access to the opportunity without having to 
leave their workplace.  The hands-on workshops 
were designed to give kaiako practical enquiry-
led experiments that use common items found in 
homes and schools.
In addition, 10 schools also signed up to have The 
Nanogirl Science Assembly Show. An interactive 
one-hour live show, presented by scientists who 
are experts in their fields, it showcased a range 
of exciting experiments that brought science and 
engineering to life for the tamariki.
Courtney says Eastbay REAP will continue to work 
with their partners to continue to provide these 
types of opportunities and shine a greater light on 
STEM and contextual learning. She says the hope is 
to inspire the next generation of innovators.





Shop 67, Papamoa Plaza
83 The Strand, Whakatane

georgestreetlinen



Based in Whakatane, George Street 
Linen is the perfect pathway to your 
best night sleep. 

From luxurious linens to 
sustainably sourced sheets, the 
George Street Linen range will 
have you set to fill your home with 
comfort and warmth for the coming 
winter months. Encompassing 
duvet’s, pillows, sheets, towels and 
more, only the best quality 
materials are sourced from round 
the world to create the highest 
quality product for all your home 
and gifting needs.

Visit the team at our Papamoa and 
Whakatane store’s today to help 
you find the perfect linen for your 
living space. 











We know that there are more things to know before you travel – 
however you needn’t be concerned, and don’t let that slow your 
plans down - your helloworld Travel team will work to take away 
the hassles and explain the best options for you.

And here are some tips to make your journey go smoothly 

• Check that your passport is up to date – you are best to ensure it 
is valid for greater than 6 months before expiry for most countries

• Get your NZ Govt Covid International Travel Vaccination 
Certificate – it can be stored on your phone, or printed out to  
carry with you 

• Plan well ahead – there will be some forms to complete, and 
possible pre-departure Covid tests, so allow yourself plenty of  
time – helloworld travel will help you with advice on these

• Check that you will meet the vaccination requirements for the 
country, or countries, you are travelling to, including their local 
Covid Tracing App

• Check your travel insurance for Covid related cover – helloworld 
Travel can provide advice on this

• Check with your health professional for advice on carrying any 
medications you might be taking

Helloworld Travel are specialists in airfares, cruises, package  
holidays, and group travel. 

And you can redeem your Flybuys points, and earn points with 
helloworld Travel.

Book and plan your dream holiday in store or virtually from the 
comfort of your home or work. 

You can Book with Confidence 
with helloworld Travel, as our 
team are: 

• Accredited Travel Advisors 
(A.T.A), and can provide 
the latest advice on Covid 
travel requirements.

• Trained Travel Insurance 
Advisors. To ensure that 
you are totally covered 
for your travel in a 
Covid environment, ask 
our Helloworld Travel 
Professionals for details of 
our Allianz and Cover-More 

• Flexible booking 
conditions. Wherever 
possible helloworld Travel’s 
approved suppliers 
will provide options for 
flexibility, credits, or refunds 
to assist in the event of a 
Covid related disruptions.

The world of travel is opening up again, so now is the time to 
start planning your next adventure. Whether it is to reunite with 

helloworld Travel is the place to start your journey.

Contact one of our helloworld Travel professionals on 
0800 30 31 32 or visit helloworld.co.nz









CUP OF DATES  
(PITTED + CHOPPED)

CUPS OF MILK

TEASPOON BAKING SODA

CUP OF BROWN SUGAR

TEASPOON CINNAMON

TEASPOON SALT

CUP OF ALL PURPOSE FLOUR

CUP BUTTER(UNSALTED)

SLICES OF BACON CHOPPED

TABLESOONS OF BUTTER

ONIONS, DICED

GARLIC CLOVES DICED THINLY

GRAMS OF MUSHROOMS SLICED

TABLESPOONS OF CORN FLOUR OR 

ALL-PURPOSE FLOUR, ¼ CUP OF 

MILK, MIX AND MAKE A PASTE

LITRE CHICKEN STOCK

CUP HEAVY CREAM

TABLESPOONS FINELY CHOPPED 

FRESH FLAT-LEAF PARSLEY

GRATED PARMESAN CHEESE

SALT AND PEPPER

CUP OF BROWN SUGAR

CUP OF BUTTER

MLS OF FRESH CREAM

TEASPOONS VANILLA EXTRACT

1 1/2

1 1/2

1 1/2

1 1/2

2

1/4

1 1/2

1 1/2

7

3

2

3

500

2

1

1/2

2

•

•

2

1/2

300

Ingredients

Ingredients

Brought to you by

For the Sauce

Sticky Date Pudding

mushroom + bacon soup

Instructions

Instructions

1. In a Saucepan bring milk to boil over a high heat, 
remove and stir in the dates and baking soda.  Allow 
to cool for 10-15minutes.
2. With an electric wizz, cream butter and brown 
sugar until it turns into a nice pale colour.
3. Fold in date mixture gently.
4. Sift in the flour, cinnamon, and salt. Stir the 
mixture until everything is combined evenly.
5.Preheat Oven to 180 degrees and grease a square 
or sponge tin or baby ramekins with butter.
6. Spoon the mixture into tin/ramekins
7. Bake for 30 minutes or until a skewer inserted 
comes out clean.

Method for Caramel Sauce
1. Put all the ingredients into a saucepan, on a low 
heat stir until it has thickened and reduce to a nice 
smooth caramel colour, serve with sticky date pud-
ding by pouring the sauce over the top.

Heat a large pot with the butter add the 
onion and garlic until nice and soft, then 
add the bacon.  Stir for about 3 minutes 
until the bacon is cooked, then add the 
mushrooms and season with some salt a 
pepper.
Stir in the flour paste, stir well, then add 
the stock and reduce down for a further 3 
minutes.  Then add the cream and some 
parsley.
Simmer until it starts to thicken.
 
Before serving sprinkle over a little 
parmesan cheese.

Something to take your mind 

New World Whakatane
51 Kakahoroa Drive, Whakatāne
Phone 07 306 0400

off those winter blues!
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Find us at Shop 67, Papamoa Plaza or 83 The Strand, Whakatane



Study with 
us in 2022!

ENQUIRE NOW

Rukuhia te mātauranga
Pursue Knowledge


