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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE BUSINESSES WHO SPONSORED OUR 2022 SPECIAL AWARDS

On Friday 30 September, Te Whare 
Wānanga o Awanuiārangi celebrated 
the milestone of its thirtieth 
graduation ceremony and 
acknowledged the achievements of 
its tauira (students) – including what 
is possibly the world’s largest cohort 
of Indigenous doctoral graduates.
Chief Executive of Te Whare Wānanga o Awanuiārangi Professor 
Wiremu Doherty says graduation is an important moment for 
students to come together with whānau and the community to 
recognise their hard work and look to the future. 

“This event was an opportunity to recognise the incredible 
journey our tauira have been on and what they have achieved 
with support from their whānau,” Professor Doherty says.

Council chairperson, the Hon. Justice Layne Harvey, highlighted 
this year’s graduation as being the thirtieth for Awanuiārangi as 
the wānanga celebrates its third decade of operation.

“Our wānanga began humbly with two classrooms in 1992 when it was 
opened by our former council member the late Tā Wira Gardiner who 
was then Chief Executive of Te Puni Kōkiri.  

Over the 30 years since then, many hands have laboured to create an 
authentic experience of Indigenous learning within a framework of 
mātauranga Māori that remains relevant to our underlying goals of 
re-empowering our communities through education. This year is a 
milestone for us for so many reasons and we acknowledge everyone 
who has been part of our journey,” says Justice Harvey. 

The graduation event began with a pōwhiri at Te Mānuka Tūtahi marae 
before the official graduation ceremony held by Awanuiārangi. 
Hundreds of friends and whānau attended to celebrate the successes 
of the graduates. 

As part of the ceremony, Awanuiārangi was honoured to host guest 
speaker Hon Willie Jackson. 

“It was a privilege to have the Minister for Māori Development, and 
Broadcasting & Media, Hon Willie Jackson share his wisdom and 
insights with our graduates. We hope it will inspire them to continue 
pursuing their passions and feel empowered when taking the next step 
into the world with their new qualifications,” says Professor Doherty.

THIRTIETH GRADUATION MARKED 
LARGEST COHORT OF INDIGENOUS 

DOCTORAL CANDIDATES

More than 1,600 graduates were conferred at the ceremony and 
200 attended in person including a possible world-first of 13 
graduates who received their Professional Doctorate or Doctor of 
Philosophy degrees in Mātauranga Māori and/or Indigenous 
Studies. 

The cohort included students from Aotearoa as well as two 
international students from First Nations of Washington State and 
three from the island of Maui in Hawaii. These students flew to 
Aotearoa to receive their doctorates in person at the graduation 
ceremony. 

Professor Doherty says this was an historic moment that will 
hopefully inspire more Indigenous students to pursue post 
graduate studies to help make a difference to their communities.

“Our graduands aren’t simply undertaking their Doctorate for the 
‘Dr’ title. They are passionate about their research and want to 
make meaningful, transformational changes within communities, 
whānau and hapū (sub-tribes),” says Professor Doherty.

The graduates’ research spans wāhine Māori leadership pathways, 
environmental management for iwi, Māori genetic and genomic 
research, and barriers to retaining Māori nurses in the workforce.

Iwi Taketake, a symposium for the doctoral graduands, was hosted 
on Thursday 29 September. Head of School of Indigenous 
Graduate Studies, Professor Mera Penehira, says the event allowed 
graduates to share their research findings in an engaging, 
accessible way. 

Professor Penehira also hopes that in sharing research through a 
symposium format, an interest will be sparked in other bright and 
curious minds to pursue master’s and doctoral studies.

“We wanted to show that this is something you can absolutely 
achieve, and you can do it for the benefit of your whānau. 

The Wānanga is supportive of all learners, and welcome whānau 
into the learning space to ensure everyone has equal access to our 
programmes of study. It helps when whānau can see what it is 
that’s taking their family member away from them for so many 
hours a week.

“As the only wānanga offering doctoral studies, Awanuiārangi is 
seeing growing numbers in students because it is equipped with 
the capability and capacity to support students in their indigeneity," 
adds Professor Penehira.
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or you have some existing land that you 
are looking to build a new home on, or 
even if you are just contemplating 
building a new home, there are a 
number of things that are well worth 
“being in the know” about when it 
comes to building a new home...
There is absolutely no doubt that over 
the last few years there has been massive 
disruption and some pretty signi�cant 
changes in the new home building 
sector. Many people, who have built new 
homes over this period, have continued 
to have a good experience – but equally, 
you hear stories about people who have 
been negatively impacted by factors 
such as struggling to get �nance, 
massive delays with getting title and 
resource and / or building consent, huge 
price rises and some signi�cant supply 
and labour shortages. 
Chris Ballantyne is a trade quali�ed 
carpenter, a registered Master Builder 
and a Site 2 Licensed Building 
Practitioner. Chris has been building for 
over 30 years and together Chris and his 
wife Tanya own Longview Homes in the 
Eastern Bay of Plenty / Whakatane area. 
Over the years Chris has seen massive 
housing booms and he’s also been 
through some pretty tough times. Chris 
has strategically survived the global 
�nancial crisis and various other ups and 
downs in the market.   
We recently took some time out of Chris’s 
busy schedule and asked if he could help 
us “Be in the Know” about the secret to a 
successful build in the current market. 

Firstly, In the Current Market Why 
Should we Build a New Home vs. 
Renovating or Buying an Existing 
Home?

When weighing up renovating or buying 
an existing home as opposed to building 

a new home, I would always recommend going with a new 
home, perhaps change to if it �ts your budget?if you can 
a�ord it.  You get to design every part of your new home 
from scratch, so you get exactly what you want, and it is 
customised to your speci�c needs, not someone else’s. 
The government is encouraging people to build new and 
as a result banks seem far more willing to lend money to 
people looking to build a new home, and brand-new 
homes are typically valued higher. 
A new home is built to the latest building code, reducing 
your living costs as power bills and maintenance are 
signi�cantly cheaper. 
A new home is also healthier because it is far better 
insulated, warmer dryer and properly ventilated.  

When Is the Best Time to Build?

The age old saying that today is the cheapest time to build 
will always be true. After 33 years in the building game, I 
have never ever come across a situation where building 
costs have gone down. Next month or next year will always 
be more expensive. 
When it comes to the best time of year to build, we are 
lucky to be able to build all year round in New Zealand. The 
New Zealand climate is generally pretty mild without too 
many extremes. For this reason, we generally have no 
more hesitation building a new home in the winter than 
we do in the summer.  

What Is the Key to A Successful Build?

Always communication and organisation!  
It is virtually impossible to foresee everything, so 
communication is key. For this reason, building is very 
much a contact sport, you need to problem solve and 
trouble shoot - it is important that you and your builder 
stay in close contact throughout the build. It is critical for 

both parties (the builder and new 
homeowner) to work with people they 
respect and can easily get along with. 
When it comes to organisation, �guring 
out all the requirements and details early 
on and planning well ahead, generally 
eliminates any unexpected surprises. 

What Can We Do, To Avoid Getting 
Caught out By Price Rises?

This is a tricky question that 
unfortunately doesn’t always have an 
easy answer.
The biggest thing you can do is choose a 
builder with very strong relationships 
with suppliers and sub-contractors and a 
strong reputation for paying their bills 
on time. When times get tough, 
suppliers and sub-contractors tend to 
remember who has looked after them 
and shown them loyalty and respect 
over the years. Suppliers and 
sub-contractors will tend to prioritise 
these people and do their utmost to look 
after them when it comes to honouring 
prices that were quoted. 
Sometimes there may also be an option 
to purchase some materials or supplies 
early and hold them for the build if 
predicted increases are foreseen.

What Can We Do, To Avoid Getting Caught Out By 
Supply Shortages?

Once again, choosing a builder with very strong 
relationships with suppliers and sub-contractors 
certainly helps. We’ve been dealing with the same 
suppliers and sub-contractors for well over 20 years. The 
relationships we have are extremely valuable to both 
parties. We look after them and whenever possible they 
look after us. They put materials aside for us and ring us if 
they are getting short of items. They will place orders 
well in advance and carry extra stock just for us. Equally 
our subcontractors always make an e�ort to �t us into 
their busy schedules.    
In these times where certain supply lines are very tight, 
we use our experience and expertise to plan much 
further ahead than we normally would. We inform our 
suppliers of our upcoming requirements early and work 
to secure certain items well in advance.
Sometimes we talk to our suppliers before we make 
product selections and overcome problems by selecting 
and choosing items that we know are going to be 
available. 



VISIT OUR STORE: 
2 Appenzell Drive, Whakatāne

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesday - Friday 10am-4pm

Saturday 10am-1pm

Love  Inspire  Create
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Get ready for guests this summer with 

With a wide range of bed linen, bedding, bathrobes, quilts 
and towels - we’re here to help you kit out your house this 
summer, or to provide a beautiful gift for someone special.

83 The Strand Whakatane 073070358 | Shop 67 Papamoa Plaza 075721770 | hello@georgestreetlinen.com | @georgestreetlinen.nz



COOKBOOK
IN STORE SOON AT 

WHAKATANE NEW WORLD!

IN STORE THIS CHRISTMAS

SUPPORTED BY

2022

New World Whakatane
51 Kakahoroa Drive, Whakatāne
Phone 07 306 0400







90.5FM,  92.9FM & 1242AM

THE SOUNDTRACK TO
YOUR KIWI SUMMER

97.7FM 97.7FM 99.3FM99.3FM





 112 THE STRAND WHAKATANE         //      INSTAGRAM    @himdother       //        WEBSITE     HIMDOTHER.CO.NZ  

SABEN -   VALLEY -  KAREN WALKER 
SOPHIE  STORE     -    IMPALA SKATE 
STATUS ANXIETY  -  VANS  -  CROCS

It has been eight years now since Kate Clark decided to invest in the
Whakatane business district. After opening whitegold.nz in November
2014 she decided there was still room for growth. A sister store
HIM.HER was created, housing limited edition + exclusive fashion
brands from NZ + Australia injecting a unique point of difference to 
112 The Strand in Whakatane.

Kate constantly pushes the boundaries on conservative trends, but
keeping in mind quality, price & customer relations being top priority!
She has created strong connections with the brands she stocks, 
 offering exclusive collaborations throughout the year, from vintage tees
to SABEN handbags, who knows what Kate will be creating next.

The physical store has a sense of warmth + individuality to it. Kate has
helped design + build the plywood + industrial steel fit-out, creating a
visual appealing shopping experience. Be sure to visit 'HIM DOT HER'
next time you are visiting the beautiful Whakatane & treat yourself to a
splash of retail therapy!                                       Or visit the online store 24/7

STARTING SMALL 
DOESN'T MEAN THINKING SMALL... 

MENS

WOMENS

ACCESSORIES

FEDERATION   -    CRATE  -    HUFFER 
THRILLS    -   KSUBI   -   BILLY BONES 
JUST       ANOTHER        FISHERMAN 

BLAK - REMAIN - ASSEMBLY LABEL
STOLEN         GIRLFRIENDS       CLUB  
ABRAND -  ROLLA'S  - THING THING

10% off online shopping @himdother
use code at checkout   //   THANKSX 

 112 THE STRAND WHAKATANE         //      INSTAGRAM    @himdother       //        WEBSITE     HIMDOTHER.CO.NZ  

MATCH WITH YOUR MINI   //   the cutest lil collection from federation +.   //  MINI-FED in shop + online DEC 2022



Study with 
us in 2023!

ENQUIRE NOW

Rukuhia te mātauranga
Pursue Knowledge

Discover more


